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Grade 6 Term 3 Weeks 1 and 2
Theme: Learning more about 
novels/Even Friends Argue

Decoding Skills
Phonic sounds
Learn to say these sounds:

 ______________________________________________

Phonic words
Practice sounding out and reading these words: 

flick flash shake fake flake faking flicking shaking
 ______________________________________________

Word find
Blend sounds from the table to form words. Write as many words as possible in your exercise book.

fl a-e b
k i o

ing m p
 ______________________________________________

Sight or high frequency words
Use your phonic knowledge to sound out these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise 
them by sight:

always fight angry sorry done
shout friends didn’t because early

 ______________________________________________

Theme vocabulary words
Your teacher will teach you the meanings of these words. Use your phonic knowledge to sound out 
these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise them by sight:

character setting genre conflict fiction

action rising falling climax resolution

empathy creativity concentration inference develop

plot events interesting exciting clear

-inga-efl
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Decodable texts

Lisa and Lindo always fight 

Lisa and Lindo are friends. Lisa and Lindo are good mates. But they always fight. 
What do Lisa and Lindo do? Lisa and Lindo always fight. They shout and shake! 
They shout and shake when they fight! 

They shout when it is early. They shout when it is late. I hate when they fight and 
shout. Flip! I hate when they shout and it is late! 

‘You are flicking me!’ shouts Lisa. 

‘I didn’t flick you! Don’t laugh at me, I didn’t flick you! Don’t be so fake!’ Lindo 
shouts back in a flash. 

‘You so did! You so did flick me Lindo! I am not fake. I am not fake at all!’ shouts Lisa. 

Lisa shakes when they fight. Lisa shakes because she gets so angry. What was Lisa 
feeling? Lisa was feeling so angry. Lindo was angry. Lindo was angry with Lisa as 
well.

‘Are we friends? Are we friends when we fight?’ asks Lindo.

‘I want to be friends. 
I want to be friends 
again. I am sorry. 
Flip! I am sorry!’ 
said Lisa.

And so, Lisa and 
Lindo were mates 
again. They were 
done with all the 
fights. What were 
they done with? 
They were done 
with all the fights. 
They felt sorry. They 
felt bad! They were 
sorry and they feel 
bad. They didn’t 
want to fight again. 
Lisa and Lindo were 
best mates again.
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The children were sorry 

The children were sorry. What were the children sorry for? The children were sorry 
for what they did. The children got into a fight with their friends. Where were the 
children? The children were at school. The children got into a fight with their friends 
at school.

The children were flicking their friends. The children were shaking their friends. The 
children were flicking and shaking their friends. Their friends were angry in a flash! 
Who was angry in a flash? The friends were angry in a flash.

‘Go away! Go away and don’t fight!’ said the friends.

‘We will shake you and flick you! We will shake you and flick you all the time!’ 
laughed the children. 

‘You are fake. You are fake friends. You are 
fake friends and we are angry!’ said the 
friends. ‘You didn’t have to do this. You didn’t 
have to fight with your friends. Everyone is 
angry. Everyone at school is angry for what 
you have done.’ 

The children were feeling bad. The children 
were feeling bad for what they did to their 
friends. What were the children feeling bad 
for? The children were feeling bad for what 
they did to their friends. 

‘We are sorry. We are sorry for what we 
have done. We are sorry for all of it!’ said 
the children.

And so, the children were different. The 
children were different the next time at 
school. They didn’t fight, flick and shake their 
friends next time at school. They were sorry.

 ______________________________________________

1. What were the children doing to their friends at school?
The children were … and … their friends at school.

2. Who was angry in a flash?
… were angry in a flash.

3. What did the children do to make everything better?
To make everything better, the children…
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Research text: Learning about novels

Novels are fiction books. Novels are longer, more complex stories that allow 
us to really get to know the characters, and to experience different events.  

Most novels follow the narrative structure. This is a story structure made up of 
five parts.

The first part is the introduction. In the introduction, we meet the main character. 
We also find out where and when the story is set.

The second part is called the rising action. Here, a problem or conflict is 
introduced. The problems grows and grows, until something has to happen.

The third part is called the climax. This is the turning point in the story. This is 
where the most important or biggest thing in the story happens.

The fourth part is called the falling action. This is where things calm down, and 
the different parts of the story begin to work out.

The fifth and last part of the story structure is called the resolution. This is 
where the story ends – we see what finally happens, and what lessons people learn.

Introduction
• Meet main character
• Find out where and 

when story is set.

Climax
• Turning point in the story
• Biggest or most important event

Resolution
• The end of the story
• What finally happens
• What people learn

Falling action
• Things start to calm 

down
• Parts of story are 

worked out

Rising action
• Problem or conflict 

introduced
• Problem grows 
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Group Guided Reading Text
Read and discuss this text with your teacher during group guided reading.

Fiction text, short story: The big race

Nkosinathi and Kwanele were very good friends. They were in the same Grade 6 
class; they both did athletics; and their mothers were best friends. 

It was athletics day at school and Nkosinathi and Kwanele were both in the 
100-metre race. Kwanele usually won this race, but this time, Nkosinathi really 
wanted to win! He was tired of always losing against his friend. The gun went off 
and the race started. But no matter how hard Nkosinathi tried, at the end, Kwanele 
still won the race. 

Nkosinathi was filled with anger, and before he thought about his actions, he pushed 
Kwanele to the ground. Kwanele was about to fight back, but luckily, the Grade 6 
teachers held the two boys apart. 

Later that evening Nkosinathi’s mother asked him why he pushed Kwanele. 
Nkosinathi explained that he was tired of Kwanele always winning the 100-metre 
race.

‘You can’t be jealous of Kwanele’s talent for running,’ said his mother. ‘We all 
have different talents and Kwanele is a great sprinter. But think of your talents,’ 
Nkosinathi’s mother 
went on. ‘You are 
brilliant at maths 
and you are the best 
basketball player in 
your grade.  You mustn’t 
be jealous of your 
friend. You must be 
proud of him,’ said his 
mother. ‘You need to 
apologise.’

Nkosinathi realised that 
his mother was right. 
He had his own special 
talents and so did 
Kwanele. The next day 
Nkosinathi apologised 
to Kwanele and told 
him that he was proud 
of him.
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1. What race were Nkosinathi and Kwanele competing in? 

Nkosinathi and Kwanele were both in…

2. Who won the race?
The race was won by…

3. Why do you think Nkosinathi pushed Kwanele?
I think Nkosinathi pushed Kwanele because…

4. How would you feel if your best friend always beat you at something?
I would feel…

5. Find synonyms (words that have the same meaning) for these words in the story:
a. constantly 
b. rage 
c. attack 
d. full of pride 
e. correct 
f. say sorry 

6. Idioms are sayings that have a deeper meaning. Choose the correct meaning for 
the following idioms:
a. At the end of the race, Nkosinathi blew his top! 

i. suddenly became very angry 
ii. hurt his head 
iii. blew a whistle

b. Mostly I love my friends, but sometimes they drive me up the wall! 
i. go for a drive 
ii. make you very irritated 
iii. run into the wall

c. Losing my homework was bad, but getting punished unfairly was the last straw.
i. no more straws 
ii. getting help 
iii. the final bad thing to happen after other bad things have happened

d. I only laughed and he jumped down my throat.
i. reacted in a very angry way to something someone said or did 
ii. punched in the throat 
iii. jumped with joy



7

G
rade 6

PSR
IP

Term
 3

W
eeks 1 and 2

T
hem

e: Learning m
o

re abo
ut novels/Even Friends A

rgue
Independent Reading Skills
Fiction text, letter: A forgotten birthday

Dear Sipho, 

As you know, this past weekend was my twelfth birthday 
party. All of our friends from school were at the party. The 
only one of my friends who wasn’t there, was you. You are 
my best friend, and I really expected you to be there. 

I spent the first hour of the party waiting for you. I 
didn’t enjoy the party because I was too busy wondering 
where you were. I waited and waited, but you never came. 
Eventually I decided that I had to enjoy my time with my 
friends who did come to my party. We played board games, 
we played a game of cricket and we ate cake and sweets. 
In the end, I did manage to have fun.

However, you were always at the back of my mind. I 
couldn’t stop wondering why you didn’t come? Why didn’t 
you phone me? If you had a good reason for not coming, I 
would have understood. 

I hope you will contact me soon and explain why you never 
came to my birthday. 

Your friend,

Lindiwe
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1. Whose birthday party was it? 

It was…

2. What do you think would be a good reason for not going to a party?
I think that a good reason would be…

3. Use the apostrophe to join these words:
a. I could not go to the party because there was no transport.
b. She has the best house on the street.
c. I love it when it is my birthday.
d. I will not be upset on my birthday.
e. There are so many things I want to do at my party!

4. Write out these numbers in full. For example: 12th = twelfth
a. 1st 
b. 2nd 

c. 3rd

d. 15th

e. 24th

f. 100th 
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Non-fiction text, instructions: Controlling your anger

There are many times in life when people 
become angry. However, it is very important 
to try and control your anger. Below are 
some points on how to try and do this: 

1. Remove yourself and go for a walk. 
A long walk will help calm you down. 
It is best to go for a walk in nature, 
because nature also helps to calm you 
down. 

2. Think before you act. People who are angry often react by kicking, punching 
or hitting. Violence is never the answer to a problem. If you feel this way, stop and 
take a moment to think before you do anything. 

3. Stop and count backwards from fifty. By counting backwards from fifty, you 
can shift your focus from the situation that is making you angry. Instead, you will 
concentrate on counting. This will help to calm you down. 

4. Visualise a place where you feel at peace and happy. It could be a 
beautiful park, the beach or even your kitchen table sitting and talking to your 
family. Again, this will help to calm you down and will help to control your anger. 

 ______________________________________________

1. Name one thing you can do to control your anger. 
One thing you can do is…

2. Which do you think is the best suggestion in this text?
I think the best suggestion is…

3. Put the following sentences into the negative:
a. You should act in anger.
b. People get angry for different reasons.
c. It is difficult to control your emotions.
d. He was a cross person.
e. She becomes irritated very quickly.

4. Write down the words that do NOT describe different qualities of people: 
a. kind b. enthusiastic c. towel 
d. angry e. patient f. humble 
g. magazine h. clever i. shy 
j. friendly k. caring l. radio 
m. goal-driven n. creative o. banana 
p. trusting q. religious r. mean
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Visual text, graph: People who argue most

 ______________________________________________

1. Who do we argue with the most?
We argue the most with…

2. Why do you think we argue with these people the most?
We argue with… the most because…

3. Who in your life do you argue with the most? What do you argue about? 
I mostly argue with… We argue about…

4. Look at the word before the colon. Which of the two words after the colon is 
NOT a synonym (word that has the same meaning) for the first word?
a. argue: disagree / reconnect
b. reconcile: redo / resolve 
c. apologise: excited / say sorry 
d. family: relative / private
e. conflict: argument / calm

63%

30%

7%

Friends Family People we don’t know well
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Summary: Controlling your anger

1. Read the non-fiction text again: Controlling your anger

2. Then, make a mind-map about this text. 

3. Only write key words (the most important words, not a full sentence).

Summary: Controlling your anger

Tips on how 
to control 

anger

Tip 1
(What is the first 

tip on how to 
control anger?)

Tip 2
(What is the second 

tip on how to 
control anger?)

Tip 4
(What is the fourth 

tip on how to 
control anger?)

Tip 3
(What is the third 

tip on how to 
control anger?)
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Grade 6 Term 3 Weeks 3 and 4

Theme: All About Medicine

Decoding Skills
Phonic sounds
Learn to say these sounds:

 ______________________________________________

Phonic words
Practice sounding out and reading these words: 

think blink thinking like mine time ripe

 ______________________________________________

Word find
Blend sounds from the table to form words. Write as many words as possible in your exercise book.

nk i-e bl
a b k
s t a-e

 ______________________________________________

Sight or high frequency words
Use your phonic knowledge to sound out these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise 
them by sight:

try better tired nice scared
rest trust things can’t take

 ______________________________________________

Theme vocabulary words
Your teacher will teach you the meanings of these words. Use your phonic knowledge to sound out 
these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise them by sight:

physical mental mind illness medicine

traditional herbal diagnose diagnosis treatment

lung infection antibiotics bacteria symptom

contagious vaccine surgeon neurosurgeon surgery

i-enk
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Decodable texts

Lebo and the doctor 

Lebo was sick. She had to go to the doctor. Where did Lebo have to go? She had 
to go to the doctor. Lebo did not feel good. She was not healthy. Lebo was tired. 
Lebo was not healthy and did not feel good and she was tired. She had to go to the 
doctor to get medicine. She had to go to the doctor to get well.

But, Lebo was scared. Lebo was scared of the doctor. Lebo was scared of the 
medicine. What was she scared of? Lebo was scared of the doctor and of the 
medicine. Lebo did not like going to the doctor. She did not like going to the doctor 
at all! 

‘This is a challenge! This challenge is mine! But I can do this!’ said Lebo.

It was a challenge for Lebo, but she did it! She was thinking about how she was 
going to get better. She was thinking about how she was going to get well! 

‘I think I can do this! I think I can do this doctor thing! I will not blink! I can take my 
time. I can take my time and try to trust the doctor!’ said Lebo.

The doctor was nice to Lebo. The doctor was nice and said Lebo must rest and take 
her medicine. He said Lebo can’t go to school. 

‘I trust the doctor. I trust the nice doctor!’ said Lebo with pride.
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Friends are the best medicine 

It is not nice to be sick. I hate to be sick. I am scared when I am sick. I think that I 
am not safe. I hate when I think I am not safe. I think and think that I am not safe. 
My face is hot. My face is hot when I am sick. I blink and blink. I blink a lot because I 
am sick. I am alive, but I am scared. I am scared when I am sick. 

‘I am thinking of too many things! I try to hide. I try to hide from the bad things I 
am thinking. But I can’t wipe them away!’ I said to my friends. ‘Flip! I don’t like it. I 
don’t like it at all!’ I said to my friends.

So, my friends came to me. My mates came to me and made me feel better! They 
made me laugh. They made me happy! My friends gave me rice. I ate rice with my 
mates. 

‘You are safe. You are safe and alive,’ said my friends. ‘We can drive. If you are sick 
we will drive you to the doctor.’ 

I trust my friends. My friends are nice. My friends help me. My friends help me with 
things when I feel sick. My friends help me rest. My mates are nice and help me rest.

‘Give it time! Give it time and things will be better!’ my friends said. 

I can’t be down 
with my friends 
here! My friends 
take care of me. 
I trust my friends. 
I trust my nice 
mates. I rate my 
mates a ten out 
of ten. My friends 
make my life 
good. The friends 
of mine are the 
best medicine!

 ______________________________________________

1. What does the person in the story think when they are sick?
When they are sick, the person in the story thinks…

2. Who makes the sick person feel better?
… make the sick person feel better.

3. What is the best medicine, for the person in the story?
For the person in the story, …. 
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Group Guided Reading Text
Read and discuss this text with your teacher during group guided reading.

Fiction text, short story: An important lesson

It was just a few days until the big soccer game against the neighbouring school. 
Anathi couldn’t wait to score goals against the other team. Anathi was so excited, 
but she also felt a bit worried because her body was not feeling as strong as usual. 
In fact, her body ached. 

The next day, Anathi felt even worse. Her head was sore, she could not stop 
coughing and she found it difficult to breathe. She stumbled into the kitchen to get 
some water. 

Her mother came up to her and felt her forehead. ‘Anathi, you are burning up! You 
have a very high temperature – you cannot go to school!’ 

‘But mom,’ said Anathi, ‘what about my soccer match?’ She really wanted to play the 
match.

‘Don’t be silly,’ said her mom, ‘there will be no soccer for you.’

Anathi and her mother went to the doctor. The doctor told Anathi that she had a 
serious lung infection called pneumonia. He explained that pneumonia was often 
spread through bacteria. The doctor gave Anathi some antibiotics to fight off 
bacteria. 

‘Anathi, you are seriously ill,’ 
said the doctor. ‘You must 
stay in bed and rest until you 
are better. If you try to play 
soccer when you are this 
sick, you are putting your life 
at risk.’ 

Anathi was disappointed but 
she did not want to die! She 
decided to stop worrying 
about soccer, and just to rest 
instead. When she went back 
to school after two weeks, 
her friends all rushed to hug 
her. No-one even mentioned 
the soccer match, they were 
all just glad to see that she 
was better! 
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1. How did Anathi’s mother know that she was sick?

Anathi’s mother knew that she was sick because…

2. What do antibiotics do?
Antibiotics…

3. What lesson do you think Anathi learnt?
I think that Anathi learnt…

4. Do you think Anathi did the right thing by missing the soccer game? Why or why 
not?
I think Anathi did / did not do the right thing because…

5. Make the verb agree with the subject in each sentence:
a. Anathi really (want) to play in the soccer match.
b. Her mother and the doctor (says) she must rest.
c. Anathi (feel) better after taking the antibiotics.
d. All her friends (be) so happy to see her.
e. Anathi and her friends (plays) together again.

6. In the list below, find the 6 pairs of antonyms (words that have opposite 
meanings). Write the correct antonyms next to each other in your exercise book.
a. healthy  
b. weak 
c. strong  
d. active
e. live 
f. sick
g. rest  
h. serious
i. mild   
j. untreatable
k. curable   
l. die
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Independent Reading Skills
Fiction text, short story: An inspirational woman

During Life Orientation, Mr Maseko asked the Grade 6A class what careers 
interested them, and what they wanted to study after school. Many of the students 
said they wanted to study business, teaching or finance. 

When Mr Maseko asked Aphiwe what she wanted to study, she confidently told the 
class that she wanted to study medicine.

‘You seem very sure about that, Aphiwe,’ said Mr Maseko. ‘Why medicine?’ 

‘Because I want to be a neurosurgeon one day,’ said Aphiwe. 

Mr Maseko looked impressed, ‘Can you tell the class what a neurosurgeon is?’ he 
asked.

Aphiwe nodded her head, ‘A neurosurgeon 
performs brain surgery.’

‘What inspired you to make this 
choice?’ asked Mr Maseko.

‘The youngest neurosurgeon 
in Africa is a black South 
African woman. Her name 
is Dr Ncumisa Jilata. I 
want to be just like her.’ 
Aphiwe went on, ‘There 
are only five black 
female neurosurgeons 
in South Africa and 
one day I want to add 
to that number,’ she 
said confidently. 

Many of the girls in the 
class who hadn’t really 
thought about their 
careers were inspired 
by Aphiwe. They too 
wondered if they could do 
things that their mothers 
and grandmothers had not 
been able to do. 
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1. What do many of the students in the class want to study one day?

Many of the students want to study… or… or…

2. What kind of person do you think Aphiwe is? Why?
I make the evaluation that she is a… person, because…

3. Choose the correct form of the verb in each sentence so that it agrees with the 
subject: 
a. Mr Maseko (asking/asks) his class about their plans.
b. The learners (is/are) interested in studying business and education. 
c. Aphiwe’s answer (is/were) different to all the others.
d. Zinzi and Thembi also (wants/want) to do something remarkable.
e. When their mothers and grandmothers were young, they (have/had) not been able to 

study medicine.

4. Write down the words that are NOT about medicine and illness: 
a. sneeze 
b. doctor 
c. cake 
d. temperature 
e. hospital 
f. cough 
g. tree 
h. injection 
i. nurse
j. bed-rest 
k. pens 
l. sickness 
m. symptoms 
n. infection 
o. germs 
p. jacket 
q. disease 
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Non-fiction text, information: Fighting influenza

Influenza, or ‘the flu’ is an 
illness that impacts your 
breathing system. This means 
that flu impacts your nose, 
throat and lungs. 

The flu is most common 
during the winter months, and 
is very contagious. This means 
that you can catch it easily. Flu 
can be spread through coughs 
and sneezes. Some of the symptoms of the flu include a sore throat, coughing, a 
runny nose, a high temperature, an aching body and exhaustion. 

The best way to get over the flu is by staying at home and resting, drinking lots of 
liquids, sleeping and eating. People who are at a high risk of getting very bad flu are 
young children and old people. Young children and old people should definitely see a 
doctor if they get the flu. 

If you want to avoid catching the flu, you can get a flu vaccine. A vaccine is an 
injection that gives you a very mild dose of the illness. This helps your immune 
system to build up the antibodies to fight off the illness. Isn’t it strange that we train 
our bodies to fight an illness by giving them a small dose of the illness! 

 ______________________________________________

1. What does the flu impact in our bodies?
The flu impacts…

2. A fact is something that cannot be disputed.  What is one fact in this text? 
One fact is that…

3. When you get sick, how do you feel?
When I get sick, I feel…

4. Find the meaning for each word. Write down each word and the correct meaning 
next to it. For example: Sneeze means a sudden burst of air through the nose and 
mouth

WORD MEANING
sneeze  in danger, badly ill
temperature  extreme tiredness
at risk  something wrong with your body/mind showing you are sick
common  a sudden burst of air through the nose and mouth
symptoms  normal, ordinary
exhaustion  our body heat – average measure is 36.5° – 37.5° C
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Visual text, poster: Flu in South Africa

The flu vaccine is 
60% EFFECTIVE 
in healthy adults

flu circulates 
DURING 
WINTER

KILLS BETWEEN 

6000–11000 
people every year

IT TAKES AN AVERAGE 

2 DAYS 
for symptoms to show 
after BEING EXPOSED 
TO THE VIRUS

the typical 
FLU SEASON 
LASTS 12 WEEKS

FLU SEASON IN SOUTH AFRICA

 ______________________________________________

1. How many people does the flu kill in South Africa each year?
The flu kills…

2. People only know they have the flu a few days after the virus enters their body. 
Why is this dangerous for old and weak people?
It is dangerous because…

3. Do you think everyone should have a flu vaccination? Why or why not?
I think everyone should / should not have a flu vaccination, because…

4. Put the following sentences into the negative:
a. Thandi feels fine. 
b. Her grandmother must stay close to her.

5. Write the following body parts in order from the top of your body (your head) 
to the bottom (your feet): 
a. eyes b. stomach 
c. shoulders d. forehead 
e. knees f. chest
g. ankles h. chin



21

G
rade 6

PSR
IP

Term
 3

W
eeks 3 and 4

T
hem

e: A
ll A

bo
ut M

edicine
Summary: Fighting influenza

1. Read the non-fiction text again: Fighting influenza

2. Then, make a mind-map about this text.

3. Only write key words (the most important words, not full sentences)

Summary: Fighting influenza

Influenza

Symptoms
(What are the 
signs that you 
have the flu?)

Treatment
(How do you treat/

cure the flu?)

Flu vaccine
(What do you 

know about the 
flu vaccine?)

Who is at risk
(Who?)
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Grade 6 Term 3 Weeks 5 and 6

Theme: Honesty
Decoding Skills
Phonic sounds
Learn to say these sounds:

 ______________________________________________

Phonic words
Practice sounding out and reading these words: 

spend spill broke alone home joke joked flaked
 ______________________________________________

Word find
Blend sounds from the table to form words. Write as many words as possible in your exercise book.

sp o-e p
k i t
n -ed br
a c e

 ______________________________________________

Sight or high frequency words
Use your phonic knowledge to sound out these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise 
them by sight:

support car truth mistake these
fail want told couldn’t first

 ______________________________________________

Theme vocabulary words
Your teacher will teach you the meanings of these words. Use your phonic knowledge to sound out 
these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise them by sight:

honest dishonest force dreaded lie

lazy behaviour reflect cheat guilty

consequence punishment steal harsh deserve

mature courage benefit reliable attract

o-e -edsp
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Decodable texts

Be honest with friends 

Friends are important. We must be honest with our friends. When must we be 
honest with our friends? We must be honest with our friends all the time.

Friends can make mistakes. Friends can make bad mistakes. What bad mistakes can 
friends make? They can make bad jokes. They can cheat. They can make bad jokes 
and cheat! They can spill in the house. They can spend time with bad people. They 
can spill in the house and spend time with bad people! When friends make these 
mistakes, they need support. When friends make these mistakes, we must support 
them to be honest.

‘I stole my mum’s car. I stole her car and I drove it too fast. It did not stop! The car 
did not stop at first! I broke my mum’s car! I broke my mum’s car and I don’t want 
to tell her!’ my friend told me.

‘You must tell her. You must tell the truth! You must tell her that you stole her nice 
car. You must tell her that you broke it,’ I told my mate.

‘I couldn’t. I couldn’t tell her! I am scared. I am scared! I want to hide!’ my friend 
said.

‘Yes, you can tell her. Yes, you can! You must tell the truth. It was a mistake. I will 
come with you to tell her. I will give you a ride. Don’t be scared. I will be with you 
when you tell her about the broken car!’ I said.

So, my friend did it. She went to her mum and told her about the mistake. My friend 
said that she was sorry. My friend was honest. She did not hide. She wanted to be 
nice. She wanted to tell the truth. 
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Tracy-Lee’s test 

Tracy-Lee had a test. Tracy-
Lee had a test at school. She 
was scared. She was scared she 
was going to fail. What was 
she scared of? She was scared 
that she was going to fail the 
test. She wanted to do well. She 
wanted to do so well in the 
test! She could spend a lot of 
time doing her work. She could 
spend a lot of time doing her 
work for the test. She wanted 
to do well!

But Tracy-Lee was scared. She 
was scared she was going to 
fail. So, Tracy-Lee decided she 
was going to cheat. She decided 
she was going to cheat on the 
test. She walked to school and thought she was about cheating on her test. 

She felt down. She felt bad. She felt so down and bad that she broke down to her 
mate.

‘Spill it! Stop and spill, Tracy-Lee! Stop and spill and tell me the truth!’ said Tracy-
Lee’s friend.

Tracy-Lee was honest with her friend. ‘Yes, I know. Yes, I know it was a mistake! It 
was a mistake but I wanted to cheat on the test!’ she said. 

‘You couldn’t, Tracy-Lee. You couldn’t cheat for the first time! I will support you. I will 
support you and we can work it out. This test is no joke. This test is a challenge! It is 
a challenge but I will support you,’ said Tracy-Lee’s friend.

Tracy-Lee was so happy she had a friend. She was so happy that she was honest. 
 ______________________________________________

1. What is Tracy-Lee scared of?
Tracy-Lee is scared of…

2. Why didn’t Tracy-Lee cheat on her test?
Tracy-Lee didn’t cheat on her test because…

3. What was Tracy-Lee happy about?
Tracy-Lee was happy that…
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Group Guided Reading Text
Read and discuss this text with your teacher during group guided reading.

Non-fiction text, information: An honest politician

Many people believe that politicians are dishonest. They lie to the people, they are 
corrupt, and they don’t do what they say they will do. This is often the case! But 
there is a politician who seems to be more honest than others. At least in terms of 
the money earned as president!

President Mujica was the former president of Uruguay in South America. He was a 
farmer, and while he was president, he continued to live on his farm instead of the 
fancy house that the president usually lived in. He worked in the fields, live in his 
small house, and he drove a small, old car.

He donated about 90% of his salary to people who did not have much money, who 
were struggling or who were trying to start their own small businesses. 

‘I’m called ‘the poorest president’ but I don’t feel poor!’ he said to the BBC.

While some disagreed with his politics, many people valued his honesty in how he 
dealt with his earnings as president. Not many politicians are honest in this way!
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1. On what continent is Uruguay?

Uruguay is on the continent of…

2. Why was President Mujica understood to be an honest politician?
President Mujica was understood to be an honest politician because…

3. Is there something you wish some politicians in South Africa would do differently? 
Why?
I wish that some politicians in South Africa would… because…

4. The ‘BBC’ is an abbreviation for the ‘British Broadcasting Corporation’.  
Write out the full words of the following abbreviations.
a. SABC
b. kg
c. cm
d. FNB
e. ANC
f. SANDF

5. What do the following symbols stand for?
a. &
b. %
c. @
d. £

e. ∞
f. °C

6. Punctuate the following sentences, correcting the spelling as you go along.
a. i dont trust any paliticians i think they lye all the tim
b. the president earns to much muney sed my mom
c. there is so mutch of the world i want to see i wish i coud go to one new country each 

month so i can see the hole world before i die
d. wow i am so impresed that the president gav all his money away 
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Independent Reading Skills
Fiction text, short story: Being honest is hard

Hakim had lots of friends. His mother always asked him, ‘Hakim my child, you are 
so popular! I know you are the sweetest child in the world, but what do you think 
makes you so popular?’

Hakim wasn’t sure what made him so popular. So, he decided to try and find out. At 
school the next day, Mariam came up to him. 

‘Hakim, do you think I did my best in my oral in history class yesterday?’ asked 
Mariam.

‘Yes! Of course! You were so, so great,’ replied Hakim.

But, in fact, Hakim thought that Mariam could have worked a lot harder on her oral. 
He knew how smart she was, but she was not well prepared. He wanted her to do 
so much better, because he knew that she was really clever. But he didn’t want her 
to be angry with him. He didn’t want Mariam to not be his friend. So, he was not 
completely honest.

During breaktime, 
Hakim noticed that 
many children asked him 
what he thought. And, 
many times, Hakim was 
not completely honest. 

Hakim went home and 
told his mom what he 
had worked out. ‘Mom,’ 
Hakim said, ‘I think I am 
so popular because I tell 
kids what they want to 
hear, not the truth.’

‘Ah Hakim. It sounds like you have been very honest with yourself today. This is 
a very good start my son. Being honest is hard! But, if the children are your real 
friends, they will still be friends with you, even if you are honest,’ said Hakim’s mom.

The next day, Hakim spoke to Mariam, and he was honest. She said how happy she 
was to hear Hakim’s thoughts, and she agreed that she could try harder with her 
schoolwork. She told him she would always be his friend, especially now that he was 
being honest with her.

Hakim was proud of himself. But, wow! Being honest can be hard.
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1. What can you infer about Hakim’s mom, from this sentence?

‘I know you are the sweetest child in the world…’
I can infer that Hakim’s mom is…

2. Why was Hakim so popular?
Hakim was so popular because…

3. Describe a time when you were honest with a friend, even when it was hard.
I was honest with a friend, even though it was hard, when…

4. Hakim was self-reflective when he set out to find out why he was so popular.  
From the options given, choose the correct ‘self-’ word for the sentences below.  
esteem obsessed conscious aware
a. Bobby was very self-________, and he hated speaking in front of other people.
b. Jacobus knew a lot about his own thoughts and feelings because he was self-_____.
c. Dylan was self-_______, he loved himself so much he even kissed his own reflection 

in the mirror!
d. I have low self-_________ and I often don’t like myself very much.

5. Antonyms are words with opposite meanings. Match antonyms from List 1 and 
List 2, and write them in your exercise book.

LIST 1
a. honest
b. confident
c. popular
d. scared
e. friend
f. start
g. truth
h. best

LIST 2
1. shy
2. lie
3. enemy
4. worst
5. unpopular
6. dishonest
7. brave
8. finish
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Non-fiction text, information: How to tell someone is lying

How do we know when someone is lying? It is not easy, but it is possible. Scientists 
have studied people when they are lying, and have come up with these results, which 
they reported in Time Magazine in 2018:

When someone is lying, they often only use hand movements after they speak. On 
the other hand, when people are telling the truth, they tend to use hand movements 
while they are speaking. 

Also, when someone is lying, they use both hands when they speak. When speaking 
the truth, people usually just use one hand. Liars often keep their palms away from 
the person they are speaking to.

You can also look at someone’s face to tell if they are lying. Liars may look away 
from you at an important moment in the conversation. Liars may suck in their lips 
when they are lying. Liars’ faces may go white, or they may blush. Some people 
sweat on their face when they are lying.

If you listen carefully to someone’s voice, that can also give clues. When people lie, 
their voices often go higher, and they may start speaking more loudly.

Lastly, pay attention to what people are saying. They may change their story, and 
change the facts as they go along. They may use sentences like, ‘I promise I am 
telling the truth! They also might try and slow the conversation down so they have 
a chance to think about what to say next.

Keep these points in mind when you are trying to work out if someone is lying or 
not.

 ______________________________________________

1. What magazine can this information be found in?
This information can be found in…

2. If someone is being honest, how do they move 
their hands?
When someone is being honest, they…

3. Think about a time you have told a lie. How did 
you feel when you were telling the lie?
When I was telling the lie, I felt…

4. Change the following into direct speech.
a. Phola said that she has never told a lie in her life.
b. My mom shouted that I must never trust anything that anyone says.
c. The parents tell their children to always be careful of liars!
d. My sister said that it is important to be honest with your friends.
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Visual text, poster: Superhero friends
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1. What are three facts about superhero friends, according to this poster?

According to this poster, three facts about superhero friends are:  
a. …
b. …
c. …

2. Posters are supposed to be eye-catching. Do you think this poster is eye-
catching? What could you add to make it more eye-catching?
Yes, I think this poster is eye-catching / No, I don’t think this poster is eye-catching. I 
would add … to make it more eye-catching.

3. Imagine you could design your own superhero costume for the Honesty 
Superhero. What would it look like? Describe it here. Use as many descriptive 
adjectives as possible! 
My Honesty Superhero costume would…

4. What are three qualities you look for in a friend?
Three qualities I look for in a friend are…

5. Sometimes in English words, there are silent letters. Like in the word ‘honest’ we 
keep the letter ‘h’ silent. 
Add in the missing silent letter in each of these words. Write out the full, correct 
word.
a. __nowledge
b. s__ience
c. __nee
d. __nock
e. thum__
f. s__issors
g. bom__
h. clim__
i. hi___ school
j. of__en
k. autum__

6. Write down four adjectives (words that describe the noun) to describe the 
Honesty Superhero’s outfit in the poster.
Four adjectives to describe the outfit are:
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Summary: How to tell if someone is lying

1. Read the non-fiction text again: How to tell if someone is lying

2. Then, make a mind-map about this text.

3. Only write key words (the most important words, not a full sentence).

Summary: How to tell if someone is lying

Hands Face

What people sayVoice

How to tell 
if someone 

is lying
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Grade 6 Term 3 Weeks 7 and 8

Theme: Games And Activities

Decoding Skills
Phonic sounds
Learn to say these sounds:

 ______________________________________________

Phonic words
Practice sounding out and reading these words: 

when which tune tube cube cute cool stool book shook
 ______________________________________________

Word find
Blend sounds from the table to form words. Write as many words as possible in your exercise book.

wh u-e c
e p l
t oo a

i-e k n
 ______________________________________________

Sight or high frequency words
Use your phonic knowledge to sound out these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise 
them by sight:

soccer self myself imagine world believe
strong herself himself would magic feel anyone

 ______________________________________________

Theme vocabulary words
Your teacher will teach you the meanings of these words. Use your phonic knowledge to sound out 
these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise them by sight:

instructions column row divide label

step-by-step materials attach kite clear

survey conduct data physical activity exercise

lucky round score total points

u-e oowh
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Decodable texts

Sihle and soccer 

Sihle likes soccer. Sihle likes soccer a lot. What does Sihle like? Sihle likes soccer a lot. 
Soccer is not just a game for Sihle. Soccer is magic for Sihle! Soccer is full of fun for 
Sihle! What is soccer for Sihle? Soccer is magic and full of fun for Sihle. Where can 
Sihle play soccer? Sihle can play soccer at home and at school.

‘I would play soccer every day. I would play soccer with my friends every day if I 
could. When I play soccer, I feel strong. When I play soccer, I believe in myself! When 
I play soccer, I feel cool and believe in myself!’ said Sihle.

Why is soccer important for Sihle? Soccer is important for Sihle as it makes her feel 
cool and helps her believe in herself. 

‘I don’t know how to play soccer,’ said Sihle’s dad. ‘I don’t know the rules at all! But I 
know when there is no soccer, Sihle is not herself!’

‘Dad, change your tune. Dad, change your tune and try it! Try to come play soccer 
with me!’ said Sihle. 

Sihle wants everyone in the world to play soccer. Sihle wants everyone in the world 
to play soccer and have fun. She believes the world would be better if everyone 
could play soccer! Imagine the world! Imagine the world full of fun soccer!
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When I play… 

I like to play a game. 
This game is not 
like soccer. This is 
a different game. 
When I play this 
game, I think. I think 
a lot when I play 
this game. I play 
this game alone. 
In this game, I can 
imagine a new world. 
This is a game where 
I think and imagine. In 
this game, I imagine and it 
is magic!

I made up this game. This game is fun 
because I made it up. I made up all the rules. In 
the word I imagine, I can be anyone. I feel good 
because I can be anyone in my game. I made 
the rules and I can be anyone! It is fun for me 
to make this new world 
when I play. When I play, 
I think about life. I think 
about what is important 
in life. I think that life is about friends. I think life is about being nice to everyone. I 
believe in my new world! I believe my new world is cool. 

I feel cool when I play! I feel strong when I play! I have fun when I play! When I play 
my game, I dance to a new tune. I dance to a cool new tune when I play. I would 
dance to this new tune all day. I would dance to this new tune all day if I could!

This game makes me think. It makes me think about all the cool things I could be! 
 ______________________________________________

1. What does the person in the story imagine when they play?
When they play, the person imagines…

2. What does the person feel when they play?
The person feels… and… when they play

3. What does the person think of when they play?
When they play, the person thinks of…
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Group Guided Reading Text
Read and discuss this text with your teacher during group guided reading.

Fiction text, short story: The playground champ

Lebo had recently moved to Ntambeni Primary School. She was a shy, quiet girl. 
At her last school, she had good friends who knew her well and they all played 
together. But at her new school it was hard to get to know the other children and 
make new friends. 

Every day at break, the children played a skipping game. Lebo watched from the 
other side of the playground, hidden behind a tree. None of the children saw her 
and Lebo was much too scared to ask them if she could join. 

But she watched carefully and she learnt all the rules of the game. When she got 
home, she would practice with her brother. As the days went on, Lebo became really 
good at the skipping game and invented new tricks with the skipping rope.

One sunny day at break time, Limakhatso walked past Lebo sitting behind the tree. 
Limakhatso was in Lebo’s class. She was loud and confident and the others always 
listened to her. Lebo was terrified of her! Limakhatso walked up to Lebo.

‘You’re the new girl, aren’t you?’ she said. ‘Don’t you want to come play with us?’

Lebo could hardly talk she was so nervous, but she followed Limakhatso to the 
other children playing the game.

‘This is Lebo. She’s going to play with us. Please give her a turn,’ announced 
Limakhatso.

Lebo took her place 
and started skipping. 
She was excellent! She 
never missed a jump 
and could do lots of 
tricks the other children 
couldn’t. 

‘Lebo’s the new 
champion of the rope! 
You have to play with 
us every day. Please 
teach us your tricks!’ 
Limakhatso and the 
other children cheered.
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1. Why did Lebo hide behind the tree at break time? 

She hid because…

2. What kind of child was Limakhatso?
Limakhatso was…

3. If you were at a new school, would you go and play or would you sit by yourself? 
Why?
If I were at a new school, I would… because…

4. What did Lebo learn that day when she went to play with the others? 
Lebo learned that…

5. Find words in the story that are synonyms (words that have the same meaning) 
for the following words:
a. timid
b. however
c. frightened
d. declared
e. applauded
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Independent Reading Skills
Fiction text, short story: The first time I played General Knowledge 

One day in class, our teacher told us to take out two pieces of clean, white paper, 
and a sharp pencil. She told us we were going to play a game called General 
Knowledge. 

Next, she told us to listen carefully and follow her instructions. I was a bit nervous 
that I wouldn’t be able to follow her instructions and that I would not understand 
how to play. But I didn’t have to worry. Before I knew it, I was ready to play this 
exciting, new game!

We got into groups of four and began to play. First, someone chose a letter. Then, 
we all had to write down items that started with that letter. 

I chose the letter ‘p’ which 
was lucky, because my 
name is Patricia Phalatse, 
and my brother’s name is 
Peter Phalatse! It was lucky 
because I needed to write a 
boy’s name and a girl’s name 
starting with ‘p’. I think my 
parents really love the ‘p’ 
sound! We also had to write 
a food starting with ‘p’ and I 
love pap!

We loved the game and 
played the whole lesson. 
At the end of each round, we 
added up our scores. I felt as 
happy as sunshine because 
I won! 

General Knowledge is now my favourite game!
 ______________________________________________

1. What stationery did the teacher tell the learners to take out? 
The teacher told the learners to…

2. Do you think Patricia needed to be worried at the start of the lesson? Why or 
why not?
I think Patricia did / did not need to be worried because…
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3. Change the following sentences into the negative: 

For example: She had been playing a game. She had not been playing the game. 
a. Patricia has tried her best to win.
b. They have made a big effort to include the whole class.
c. While they were busy, they have forgotten the food cooking on the stove.
d. He has done all he could to help his friend.
e. We have spoken to them many times this week.
f. The plate has broken while he washed the dishes. 

4. Write down the words that are NOT about games and activities:
a. compete 
b. dice 
c. egg 
d. cheat 
e. board 
f. rules 
g. cards 
h. timer 
i. mountain 
j. fair 
k. equipment
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Non-fiction text, instructions: How to play General Knowledge

This is how you play the game General Knowledge:

1. The first player must close their eyes and choose a letter from the ‘letter page’, 
by dotting a letter with their pen or pencil. 

• Whichever letter the pencil lands on, is the letter for the first round. 

• For example, if the player dots their pencil on the letter ‘D’ then that is the 
letter for the first round. 

• The player must draw a cross through the letter ‘D’ so that it cannot be used 
again. 

2. Then, the players have one minute to write down a boy’s name, a girl’s name, a 
food, and an animal starting with ‘d’. 

• Players write their answers in a row under the correct headings.

• For example, Daniel, Dora, Dumplings, Dog. 

3. After one minute, time is up and everyone must stop writing.

4. Next, players get a score for the round.
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5. Scoring takes place as follows:

• The first player says: I got Daniel for boy’s names, what did you get? Everyone 
must say what they got for boy’s names.

• If a player did not write anything, they get 0 points for that column.

• If two or more players wrote the same thing, e.g.: Daniel, then they each get 
5 points.

• If a player wrote a name that no-one else got, e.g.: David, then they get 10 
points. 

• Players write their scores next to each word.

• Players add the scores for the round, and write the total in the last column. 

6. Then, the next player chooses a new letter. The next round is played.

At the end, the players add up all of their points in the ‘Total’ column. The player 
with the most points wins the game.

 ______________________________________________

1. How many points does a player get for writing a word that no one else got?
A player gets… points.

2. Are you competitive when you play games? If not, what is your attitude when 
you play games? 
When I play games, I am…

3. In general knowledge, you can choose different categories for each game. In the 
story, they used the categories of: boy’s names; girl’s names; food; and animals. 
Think of three other categories that can be used.
Three other categories that can be used are:
a. …
b. …
c. …

4. Change the following sentences into questions. For example: They have been 
playing. Have they been playing?
a. The players have added up their scores.
b. She has been very competitive.
c. He has won again.
d. We have decided to play some more rounds.
e. You have lost every time.

5. If the letter chosen were ‘m’, give an example of what you could write for:
a. a boy’s name 
b. a girl’s name

c. a food
d. an animal
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Visual text, graph: Physical activity of children

 ______________________________________________

1. In which country are the children the most inactive? In which country are 
children the least inactive?
They are most inactive in… They are least inactive in…

2. What do you think would be a good way to encourage children to be more 
active? 
I think a good way to encourage children is…

3. Punctuate the following sentences correctly.
a. australias children are very unhealthy
b. the children need to do more exercise in the usa
c. its bad for you to be inactive youll get sick
d. why dont american children watch less tv
e. south africas children are mostly active but we need to make sure we stay healthy

4. Write the following numbers out in full: For example: 40 = forty
a. 80
b. 56
c. 72
d. 23
e. 34

Level of physical activity of children 
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Summary: How to play general knowledge

1. Read the non-fiction text again: How to play general knowledge

2. Then, make a mind-map about this text.

3. Only write key words (the most important words, not a full sentence).

Summary: How to play general knowledge

What must the 
first player do?

What must the 
players do in one 

minute?

How do you know 
who wins the game?

If a player did not write 
anything, they get ___ points.

If two or more players 
wrote the same thing, they 

each get ___ points.
If a player wrote a name 
that no-one else got, they 

get ___ points.

How to play 
General 

Knowledge
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Grade 6 Term 3 Weeks 9 and 10

Theme: Family Communication

Decoding Skills
Phonic sounds
Learn to say these sounds:

 ______________________________________________

Phonic words
Practice sounding out and reading these words: 

slip slept sleep beep free feel feeling wheel wheeled
 ______________________________________________

Word find
Blend sounds from the table to form words. Write as many words as possible in your exercise book.

sl ee a
p l s
tr sh o
i-e n gr

 ______________________________________________

Sight or high frequency words
Use your phonic knowledge to sound out these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise 
them by sight:

stranger why does share busy
talk miss spend around right

 ______________________________________________

Theme vocabulary words
Your teacher will teach you the meanings of these words. Use your phonic knowledge to sound out 
these words. Practice reading them until you can recognise them by sight:

excelled average ashamed communication confide

critical criticise interrupt disgruntled misfortune 

fail failure success succeed support

confront confrontation uncomfortable appropriate inappropriate

sl ee
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Decodable texts

Know who you talk to 

Lesedi is on the internet and she likes to chat. What does Lesedi like to do? Lesedi 
likes to chat to people on the internet. Lesedi chats to people she doesn’t know. 
Lesedi chats to strangers on the internet. Who does Lesedi chat with? Lesedi chats 
with strangers.

Beep, beep! Lesedi is going to talk to people on the internet. Beep, beep! She is going 
to talk to strangers again! It is late and she is still on the internet! Lesedi does not 
sleep. Why? Lesedi does not sleep because she is on the internet. Lesedi has not slept 
for many days. Yikes! Lesedi is slipping away. Lesedi is slipping away from this world 
into the internet. Is it safe? Is it 
safe for her to talk to strangers 
in this way? I hope Lesedi is 
being safe.

Why does Lesedi like the 
internet? She can share how she 
feels on the internet. She can 
spill it all on the internet. She 
can confide in people she does 
not know. Is it safe to share how 
you feel with strangers on the 
internet? Is it fine to confide in 
these people? I hope Lesedi is 
being safe.

‘Lesedi, we miss you! We miss 
you and want you to be safe. 
You are so busy on the internet. 
You are so busy on the internet 
that we don’t get to spend time 
with you. We want to see you! 
We want to have deep talks 
with you. You don’t look happy. 
You don’t look free. Come back! 
Come back and talk and be free 
with your friends!’ said Lesedi’s 
friends from school.

‘You are right. You are right, I 
spend too much time on the 
internet. This is not safe,’ said 
Lesedi.
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Dad is too busy at work 

Dad is too busy at work. 
I never see my dad. I 
never see my 
dad because 
he is so busy 
at work. He 
is too busy 
to talk. He 
is too busy 
to chat. We 
do not have 
deep chats 
because Dad 
is too busy.

When dad comes home, the first thing he does is sleep. What is the first thing my 
dad does when he comes home? He sleeps. He has a long, deep sleep. He snores. He 
snores while he has a long, deep sleep. Then, he works again. Then: beep beep! It is 
time to wake up! It is time to wake up and work again. 

I am feeling my dad slip away. It feels like he is a stranger. My dad feels like a 
stranger because I never see him. Who is like a stranger? My dad is like a stranger. 
Imagine! My dad! A stranger!

‘Dad, we need to talk about your work. You are too busy. You are too busy and I 
miss you! It does not feel right. It does not feel right that I don’t see you. I can’t 
share my day with you. I can’t chat to you about school. I want to spend time with 
you. I want to spend time with my dad!’ I said.

My dad said, ‘I have made a mistake. I have made a mistake with all this work. You 
are more important! I will be around at home more. I will be around at home more 
and I will spend time with you. I miss you!’ 

I feel happy and safe! I am happy and safe as my dad is home more. My dad is free!
 ______________________________________________

1. What is dad too busy for?
He is too busy to … and …

2. What mistake did the dad make?
The mistake the dad made was…

3. How does the child feel at the end of the story?
At the end of the story, the child feels… and…
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Group Guided Reading Text
Read and discuss this text with your teacher during group guided reading.

Fiction text, short story: Speaking up can solve problems

Nomsa lived with her father and her two older brothers. Nomsa’s father had a 
friend called Uncle Odwa. Uncle Odwa came to visit every few months. Nomsa 
hated it when he visited, because he made her feel very uncomfortable. 

She hated the way he touched her hair and stroked her back. Nomsa knew that 
the way Uncle Odwa touched her hair and her back was not appropriate. Nomsa 
stayed silent about the way she felt for many years. 

Then, in Grade 6, Nomsa’s class read a story about speaking up when they 
felt uncomfortable. Nomsa’s teacher told the class that it was important to be 
courageous and say something when they felt uncomfortable. 

Nomsa did not know if her father would listen to her or believe her, so she felt very 
nervous to speak to him. Uncle Odwa was meant to be visiting the following 
weekend. Just thinking about the visit made Nomsa feel ill. Eventually, Nomsa found 
the courage to speak to her father. 

She was honest with her father about the way Uncle Odwa made her feel. She told 
her father that the way that he touched 
her was inappropriate and made 
her feel uncomfortable. To 
her relief, Nomsa’s father 
believed every word that 
she said. Her father 
was extremely angry. 
He immediately 
phoned Odwa 
and told him that 
he was no longer 
welcome in their 
home. 

Nomsa was relieved 
and grateful for her 
father’s support. Nomsa 
was proud of herself for 
communicating with her 
father. 
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1. Who made Nomsa feel uncomfortable?

…. made Nomsa feel uncomfortable.

2. Why did this person make Nomsa feel uncomfortable?
This person made Nomsa feel uncomfortable because…

3. How did Nomsa deal with this issue?
Nomsa dealt with this issue by….

4. In the story, Nomsa decides she will speak to her father. What do you think 
helped give her the courage to do so?
What gave her the courage to speak up was…

5. Connect the sentences using and, but or because. Write the new, complex 
sentences in your exercise book. 
a. Nomsa hated it when Uncle Odwa came to visit. It made her feel unsafe and 

uncomfortable.
b. She hated the way he touched her. She hated the way he spoke to her.
c. Nomsa was scared to tell her father. She knew it was the right thing to do.
d. Nomsa felt very nervous. She found the courage to tell her father.
e. Her father believed her immediately. Uncle Odwa never came to visit again.

6. Find synonyms (words with the same meanings) in the story for the following 
words:
a. couldn’t stand
b. awkward
c. suitable
d. brave
e. anxious
f. straightaway
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Independent Reading Skills
Fiction text, short story: Hurtful words

Vuyo used to be a very happy and joyful person. He had always laughed loudly and 
played excitedly with his friends. But suddenly, things changed and Vuyo was not 
quite the same. Suddenly, he became very quiet and very serious. 

Vuyo’s mother was concerned about this change. She wanted to know what had 
happened, but Vuyo did not want to talk about it. One night, she found Vuyo crying 
in his bedroom. 

‘Please tell me what is wrong, Vuyo,’ begged his mother. 

Eventually Vuyo told his mother, ‘I failed two maths tests and my teacher told me 
that I am a failure and that I have no future,’ said Vuyo.

Vuyo’s mother was furious. Vuyo had only had wonderful teachers to this point, 
who supported and encouraged him. Now, the words of one careless teacher had 
changed her son. 

‘Vuyo, it is not the end of the world that you failed two maths tests. You have a very 
bright future. I will help you to study for maths,’ said Vuyo’s mother. 

Vuyo felt relieved. He was glad to hear that he was not a failure and that he was 
still able to have a bright future. Vuyo’s mother also spoke to his teacher. The 
teacher was shocked 
that Vuyo was so 
affected by her 
comment. 

From that day on, 
Vuyo’s teacher did 
everything that she 
could to help and 
encourage him. 
Vuyo’s maths marks 
improved and he 
was soon back to his 
joyful self. 
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1. What type of personality did Vuyo have?

Vuyo had a…

2. Why do you think it was difficult for Vuyo to speak to his mother? What 
inference can you make? 
I can infer that Vuyo felt… when he spoke to his mother.

3. Rewrite the following sentences in the past tense:
a. Vuyo is a happy child who loves school.
b. His mother brings him some food.
c. She buys him more school books.
d. This is not like her son. She doesn’t know who this is.
e. She sits with his teacher and speaks to her about the problem.
f. The teacher is shocked.
g. She understands the problem and says sorry. 

4. Find a word in the story that is from the same word family as the following words. 
For example: bad – glad (words in the same word family have the same ending) 
a. round 
b. sail 
c. fight 
d. play 
e. track
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Non-fiction text, information: Electronic communication through the years

Throughout history, people have communicated by speaking. Then, writing was 
invented, and people started to send letters. Electronic communication was the next 
step. It has only been around for about 150 years, and think of how much our lives 
because of it in such a short time!

1. The first kind of electronic communication was the telephone. This was invented 
by Alexander Graham Bell in 1876. By 1900, nearly 600 000 Americans had a 
telephone. 

2. Next, the radio was invented. In 1906, the first radio broadcast to the public took 
place. It included news and music. This also took place in America.

3. The first TV broadcast was also from America! In 1928, the first TV station called 
‘W3XK’ began broadcasting. South Africa started the SABC in 1976. 

4. Cell phones, which have changed our lives, were first used in 1986. South Africans 
started using cell phones in 1994. 

5. Finally, the internet was invented. The world wide web went live to the world in 
1991! This invention has changed our lives more than anything before it. 

Telephone

1876Radio

1906
Television

1928

Cell 
phones

1986

Internet

1991
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1. What was the first form of electronic communication?

The first form of electronic communication was…

2. Why do you think there was such a big gap of time between radio and TV?
I think there was a big gap of time between radio and TV because…

3. Do you agree that the internet has changed our lives more than anything that 
came before? Why or why not?
I think the internet has / has not changed our lives more than anything that came before 
because…

4. Complete the table with the correct abbreviations. Rewrite and complete the 
table in your work book.

Word Abbreviation

e.g. Electronic mail email
Telephone

USA
TV

South Africa
SABC

World wide web
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Visual text, table: Healthy vs unhealthy communication

Healthy Communication   Unhealthy Communication

Keeping your emotions in check Not listening

Calm and respectful Unwilling to compromise

Clear and thoughtful Making it personal

Respect for each other’s views Blaming and avoiding blame

Which one are you?

 ______________________________________________

1. Are you a healthy or an unhealthy communicator? Why?
I am a healthy communicator because I ... / I am an unhealthy communicator because 
I… 

2. Why is ‘not listening’ a sign of unhealthy communication?
‘Not listening’ is a sign of unhealthy communication because…

3. Punctuate the following sentences correctly:
a. when theres a disagreement, you should be calm and respectful.
b. youre a better communicator if you listen to others opinions
c. why should i do what you want
d. its all your fault
e. dont think its only about you

4. What do 
you think 
it means to 
‘keep your 
emotions in 
check’? 
I think it 
means…
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Summary: The history of electronic communication

1. Read the fiction text again: The history of electronic communication

2. Then, make a mind-map about this text.

3. Only write key words (the most important words, not full sentences)

Summary: The history of electronic communication

First
(What was invented 

first? When?)

Second
(What was invented 

second? When?)

Third
(What was invented 

third? When?)

Fifth
(What was invented 

fifth? When?)

The History 
of Electronic 
Communication

Fourth
(What was invented 

fourth? When?)


